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of the Ming Dynasty that pirates from Borneo were engaged
in slave-trade,1 and that both in 1381 and 1382 the Javanese
tributes to China included 400 black slaves of both sexes.3
It may be mentioned that coins of lead were used in
Borneo.3

As regards the Malay Peninsula, the earliest account of its
trade activities is furnished by the Arab writers.4 Reference
has already been made to the importance of Kalah-bar as a
port, and also to the glowing description of the wealth and
grandeur of Zabag, which must have included a great part of
the peninsula. The chief articles of trade seem to be clove,
cardamom and other spices, aloe, amber, sandalwood, tin, and
camphor.

The Chinese authorities5 also refer to the trade activities
of various other localities in the Malay Peninsula, The kingdoms
referred to by Chau Ju-kua have been mentioned above,
and some of them are also referred to by later Chinese authori-
ties. Trade seems to have been carried on on principles of
barter. With reference to Lengkasuka, Chau Ju-kua says :
"Foreign traders barter there in samshu, rice, Ho-chi silks,
and porcelain ware. They calculate first the value of
their articles according to their equivalent in gold or
silver, and then engage in barter of these articles at fixed
rates."9

The native products of Malay Peninsula, so far as we can
judge from the Chinese accounts of these kingdoms, included
aloes, gharu wood, sandalwood, cardamom, wax, laka wood,
ebony, camphor, elephants' tusks, rhinoceros-horns, tin,
beeswax, tortoise-shell, betelnuts, resin, sago, and myrrh.
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